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1
ELEVATOR GOVERNOR HAVING TWO
TRIPPING MECHANISMS ON SEPARATE
SHEAVES

BACKGROUND

Elevator systems include a variety of devices for providing
control over movement of the elevator car. Elevator governors
for protecting against over speed conditions are well known.
Most elevator governors include a tripping mechanism
located near the top of the hoistway. A governor rope extends
along the length of the hoistway wrapping around a governor
sheave associated with the tripping mechanism and an idler
sheave associated with a tension weight near an opposite end
of'the hoistway. The elevator car is connected with the rope so
that the rope moves as the elevator car moves. If the elevator
car moves at a speed that is higher than desired, the speed of
rotation of the governor sheave activates the tripping mecha-
nism.

Governors in elevators systems are used for two purposes.
One use of an elevator governor is for activating or dropping
the machine brake and interrupting power to the machine
motor in the event of an over speed condition. The other use
is for activating elevator safeties that engage the guide rails,
for example, in the event of a further over speed condition.
Given that the governor reaction to each over speed condition
is not independent, it is difficult to achieve specific control
over the speed at which the governor performs both functions.
Additionally, relying upon a single governor tripping mecha-
nism for both functions introduces additional challenges
when satisfying some codes for low speed elevators.

SUMMARY

An exemplary elevator system includes an elevator car. A
first governor sheave is supported on the elevator car for
movement with the elevator car. The first governor sheave is
supported for rotational movement relative to the elevator car
responsive to movement of the elevator car. A first governor
tripping mechanism is supported on the first governor sheave.
The first governor tripping mechanism provides an indication
to perform a first governor function for controlling the speed
of the elevator car responsive to the elevator car moving at a
speed above a first threshold speed. A second governor sheave
is supported on the elevator car for movement with the eleva-
tor car and for rotational movement relative to the elevator car
responsive to movement of the elevator car. A second gover-
nor tripping mechanism is supported on the second governor
sheave. The second governor tripping mechanism provides an
indication to perform a second, different governor function
for controlling movement of the elevator car responsive to the
elevator car moving at a speed above a second threshold
speed.

An exemplary method for controlling movement of an
elevator car includes providing an indication from a first
governor tripping mechanism to perform a first governor
function for controlling a speed of the elevator car responsive
to the elevator car moving at a speed above a first threshold
speed. The first governor tripping mechanism is supported on
a first governor sheave that is supported on the elevator car. A
second tripping mechanism is supported on a second gover-
nor sheave that is also supported on the elevator car. An
indication from the second governor tripping mechanism is
provided to perform a second, different governor function for
controlling movement of the elevator car responsive to the
elevator car moving at a speed above a second threshold
speed.
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The separate governor tripping mechanisms each sup-
ported on its own governor sheave provides specific control
over the tripping mechanism reaction at a desired, corre-
sponding threshold speed. The separate tripping mechanisms
on their own governor sheaves also provides more flexibility
and a more reliable arrangement compared to using a single
tripping mechanism to perform both functions.

The various features and advantages of this invention will
become apparent to those skilled in the art from the following
detailed description. The drawings that accompany the
detailed description can be briefly described as follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates selected portions of an
example elevator system designed according to an embodi-
ment of this invention.

FIG. 2 diagrammatically illustrates one example governor
arrangement designed according to an embodiment of this
invention.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the arrangement shown in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically shows selected portions of an elevator
system 20. An elevator car 22 is supported in a known manner
for movement along guide rails 24. An elevator machine 26
includes a motor and brake for controlling movement of the
elevator car 22 in a generally known manner.

A governor assembly 30 is provided for protecting against
over speed conditions in which the elevator car 22 moves ata
speed that is higher than a desired speed. The governor assem-
bly 30 includes a first governor sheave 32 supported on the
elevator car 22 for movement with the elevator car 22 as it
moves along the guide rails 24. The first governor sheave 32
rotates relative to the elevator car 22 as the car 22 moves along
the guide rails 24. A second governor sheave 34 is also sup-
ported on the elevator car 22 and is rotatable relative to the
elevator car 22. A governor rope 36 has ends that remain near
ends of the hoistway, for example, in which the elevator car 22
is situated. In one example, an upper end is fixed and a lower
end is attached to a hanging mass to maintain a desired ten-
sion on the governor rope 36. The hanging mass is situated to
allow for limited, guided vertical movement in some
examples. The governor rope 36 at least partially wraps
around each of the governor sheaves 32 and 34 so that each
sheave rotates as the elevator car 22 moves relative to the
governor rope 36.

FIG. 2 diagrammatically illustrates an example arrange-
ment of the governor assembly 30. A first governor tripping
mechanism 40 is supported on the first governor sheave 32. A
plurality of centrifugal elements 42 rotate with the first gov-
ernor sheave 32 as the elevator car 22 moves. The centrifugal
elements 42 are maintained in an inactivated position by
biasing members 44. When the speed of rotation of the first
governor sheave 32 exceeds a selected first threshold, the
centrifugal force exerted on elements 42 overcomes the force
of'the biasing members 44 and the elements 42 move at least
partially in a radially outward direction relative to an axis of
rotation 45 of'the first governor sheave 32. When the centrifu-
gal elements 42 move outwardly, they interact with an actua-
tor mechanism (not illustrated) that works in a known manner
to perform a first governor function. In one example, the first
governor function is to cause activation (e.g., dropping) of the
machine brake 26 for slowing down movement of the elevator
car 22 and interrupting power to the machine motor. In
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another example the first governor function is to control a
speed of movement of the elevator car 22 in either an upward
or a downward direction.

In this example, the biasing member 44 comprises a mag-
net that cooperates with a magnetic portion 46 for maintain-
ing the centrifugal elements 42 in a first inactivated position
(illustrated in FIG. 2, for example) relative to the first gover-
nor sheave 32 whenever the first governor sheave 32 rotates at
a speed below the first threshold speed. When the speed of the
elevator car 22 exceeds the first threshold, the corresponding
speed of rotation of the first governor sheave 32 and centrifu-
gal force on the elements 42 overcomes the magnetic force of
attraction between the magnet 44 and the magnetic portion
46, such that the centrifugal elements 42 move outward to
provide an indication to perform the first governor function.

Although the illustrated examples include magnetic bias-
ing members, other embodiments include different biasing
members such as springs.

The second governor sheave 34 supports a second governor
tripping mechanism 50 that includes centrifugal elements 52.
A biasing member 54, which is a magnet in this example,
biases the centrifugal elements 52 into a retracted position
(shown in FIG. 2) as the governor sheave 34 rotates about an
axis of rotation 55. When the speed of the elevator car 22
exceeds a selected second threshold, the corresponding speed
of rotation of the second governor sheave 34 and centrifugal
force on the elements 52 overcomes the biasing force of the
biasing member 54, and the centrifugal elements 52 move in
aradially outward direction relative to the axis 55. Under such
conditions, the second governor tripping mechanism 50 pro-
vides an indication to perform a second governor function. In
one example the second governor function is to activate
supplemental brakes such as elevator safeties 60 (generally
shown in FIG. 1) provided on the elevator car 22. The elevator
safeties 60 in this example engage the guiderail 24 to cause
the elevator car 22 to stop in a known manner. Another
example second governor function is to control elevator car
movement in a direction opposite to that associated with the
first governor function.

In an illustrative example, the biasing member 54 com-
prises a magnet that cooperates with a magnetic portion 56 for
maintaining the centrifugal elements 52 in a first position
relative to the second governor sheave 34 at speeds below the
second threshold speed.

The illustrated governor assembly 30 includes separate
governor sheaves 32 and 34 and separate governor tripping
mechanisms 40 and 50 to provide separate, independent con-
trol over the two distinct governor functions. This indepen-
dent control over each function increases the accuracy with
which each function is performed. The independent mecha-
nisms also provide greater flexibility for addressing a variety
of situations.

For example, it is possible to independently control the first
threshold speed at which the machine brake is dropped (and
power to the machine motor is interrupted) and the second,
higher threshold speed at which supplemental brakes such as
the elevator safeties 60 are engaged. The first threshold speed
and second threshold speed can be selected to meet the needs
of a particular situation. The separate governor sheaves 32
and 34 and the corresponding separate tripping mechanisms
provide precise control over the activation provided by each
tripping mechanism to separately address the different over
speed conditions associated with the two different threshold
speeds. Such an arrangement is superior to a governor assem-
bly that relies upon a single tripping mechanism to provide
activation of the machine brake and a supplemental brake, for
example, at different threshold speeds.
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In one example, each tripping mechanism is dedicated to
controlling elevator speed in a specific direction. The first
governor sheave 32 and its first tripping mechanism 40 are
used for controlling upward movement of the elevator car 22.
The second tripping mechanism 50 in such an example is used
for controlling a speed of downward movement of the eleva-
tor car 22. Having two independently activated tripping
mechanisms provides the ability to select different threshold
speeds for the respective directions.

The example of FIG. 2 includes the governor rope 36 at
least partially wrapping around each of the governor sheaves
32 and 34. In this example, the angle of wrap around each
governor sheave is at least 240° to provide reliable engage-
ment between the governor rope 36 and each of the governor
sheaves 32 and 34, respectively. In this example, the first
governor sheave 32 rotates in one direction and the second
governor sheave 34 rotates in an opposite direction.

The tripping mechanisms 40 and 50 can comprise the same
components. The force exerted by the second biasing member
54 in some examples is greater than the force exerted by the
first biasing member 44, so that the second tripping mecha-
nism 50 provides an indication for activating the supplemen-
tal brake at a higher speed compared to that at which the first
tripping mechanism 40 provides an indication to activate the
machine brake 26 (and interrupt power to the motor). In one
example, a stronger magnet is used for the biasing member 54
of the second tripping mechanism 50 compared to that bias-
ing member 44 used for the first tripping mechanism 40. In
another example, the centrifugal elements 52 of the second
tripping mechanism 50 are configured differently than the
centrifugal elements 42 of the first tripping mechanism 40.
For example, different weights may be used to alter the speeds
at which the tripping mechanisms provide their respective
indications. Different weight allows for all centrifugal ele-
ments and magnets to be the same and have different tripping
speeds. Those skilled in the art who have the benefit of this
description will realize how to configure two tripping mecha-
nisms to realize two separate threshold speeds at which each
provides an indication for performing a corresponding gov-
ernor function.

One feature of the illustrated example is that the governor
sheaves 32 and 34 rotate about separate axes 45 and 55,
respectively. That arrangement combined with the profile of
the tripping mechanisms 40 and 50 allows for realizing a
relatively narrow governor assembly 30 having a width w
shown in FIG. 3. Given that the governor assembly 30 is
mounted onto an elevator car 22, it is desirable to fit that
within the small space constraints of a typical hoistway. The
illustrated example allows for positioning the governor
assembly 30 on the elevator car 22 so that it readily fits
between a side of the elevator car 22 and a hoistway wall
adjacent that side.

The preceding description is exemplary rather than limit-
ing in nature. Variations and modifications to the disclosed
examples may become apparent to those skilled in the art that
do not necessarily depart from the essence of this invention.
The scope of legal protection given to this invention can only
be determined by studying the following claims.

I claim:

1. An elevator system, comprising:

an elevator car;

a first governor sheave supported on the elevator car for
movement with the elevator car and for rotational move-
ment relative to the elevator car responsive to movement
of the elevator car;

a first governor tripping mechanism supported on the first
governor sheave that provides an indication to perform a
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first governor function to control movement of the eleva-
tor car responsive to the elevator car moving at a speed
above a first threshold speed;

a second governor sheave supported on the elevator car for
movement with the elevator and for rotational move-
ment relative to the elevator car responsive to movement
of the elevator car;

a second governor tripping mechanism supported on the
second governor sheave that provides an indication to
perform a second governor function to control move-
ment of the elevator car responsive to the elevator car
moving at a speed above a second threshold speed.

2. The elevator system of claim 1, wherein the first and
second governor tripping mechanisms comprise centrifugal
elements that are biased into a first position relative to the
corresponding governor sheave, the centrifugal elements
moving outward toward a second position responsive to
movement of the elevator car near the corresponding thresh-
old speed.

3. The elevator system of claim 2, wherein the centrifugal
elements of the first governor tripping mechanism are con-
figured to move out of the first position at a first sheave
rotation speed and the centrifugal elements of the second
governor tripping mechanism are configured to move out of
the first position at a second, higher sheave rotation speed.

4. The elevator system of claim 3, comprising weights
secured to the centrifugal elements and wherein the weights
of'the first governor tripping mechanism are different than the
weights of the second governor tripping mechanism.

5. The elevator system of claim 3, wherein a biasing mem-
ber that biases the centrifugal elements of the first governor
tripping mechanism exerts a lower biasing force than a bias-
ing member of the second governor tripping mechanism.

6. The elevator system of claim 5, wherein the biasing
member of each governor tripping mechanism comprises a
magnet and a magnetic force of the magnet of the first gov-
ernor tripping mechanism is lower than a magnetic force of
the magnet of the second governor tripping mechanism.

7. The elevator system of claim 1, comprising a governor
rope that remains essentially fixed relative to the elevator car,
each of the governor sheaves engaging the governor rope and
rotating relative to the governor rope as the elevator car
moves.

8. The elevator system of claim 7, wherein

the governor rope wraps at least partially around each of
the governor sheaves,

the first governor sheave rotates in a first direction and

the second governor sheave rotates in a second, opposite
direction.

9. The elevator system of claim 1, wherein the first gover-
nor function comprises activating a machine brake for reduc-
ing a speed of the elevator car and the second governor func-
tion comprises activating a supplemental brake for stopping
the elevator car.

10. The elevator system of claim 1, wherein the first gov-
ernor function comprises controlling a speed of elevator car
movement in a first direction and the second governor func-
tion comprises controlling a speed of elevator car movement
in a second, opposite direction.

11. A method for controlling movement of an elevator car
having first and second governors supported on the elevator
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car for movement with the elevator car and for rotational
movement relative to the elevator car responsive to movement
of the elevator car and first and second governor tripping
mechanisms each supported on one of the governor sheaves,
comprising the steps of:

providing an indication from the first governor tripping

mechanism to perform a first governor function for con-
trolling a speed of the elevator car responsive to the
elevator car moving at a speed above a first threshold
speed; and

providing an indication from the second governor tripping

mechanism to perform a second governor function for
controlling speed of the elevator car responsive to the
elevator car moving at a speed above a second threshold
speed.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the first and second
governor tripping mechanisms comprise centrifugal elements
that are biased into a first position relative to the correspond-
ing governor sheave, the centrifugal elements moving out-
ward toward a second position responsive to movement of the
elevator car near the corresponding threshold speed.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the centrifugal ele-
ments of the first governor tripping mechanism are configured
to move out of the first position at a first sheave rotation speed
and the centrifugal elements of the second governor tripping
mechanism are configured to move out of the first position at
a second, higher sheave rotation speed.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein each centrifugal
element includes at least one weight and the weights of the
first governor tripping mechanism are different than the
weights of the second governor tripping mechanism.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein a biasing member that
biases the centrifugal elements of the first governor tripping
mechanism exerts a lower biasing force than a biasing mem-
ber of the second governor tripping mechanism.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the biasing member
of each governor tripping mechanism comprises a magnet
and a magnetic force of the magnet of the first governor
tripping mechanism is lower than a magnetic force of the
magnet of the second governor tripping mechanism.

17. The method of claim 11, comprising

providing a governor rope having remains essentially fixed

relative to the elevator car; and

engaging the governor rope with the governor sheaves such

that the governor sheaves rotate relative to the governor
rope as the elevator car moves.

18. The method of claim 17, comprising

rotating the first governor sheave in a first direction and

rotating the second governor sheave in a second, opposite

direction.

19. The method of claim 11, wherein the first governor
function comprises activating a machine brake for reducing a
speed of the elevator car and the second governor function
comprises activating a supplemental brake for stopping the
elevator car.

20. The method of claim 11, wherein the first governor
function comprises controlling a speed of elevator car move-
ment in a first direction and the second governor function
comprises controlling a speed of elevator car movement in a
second, opposite direction.
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